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L. Thus Spoke Zarathustra
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Review of Nietzsche: Life as Literature
Seyyed Masoud Hosseynit

Abstract

Nietzsche:Life as Literature by Alexander Nehamas is now one of the classical works of
the English-speaking world, among the interpretative works on Nietzsche's philosophy.
The translation of this work into several European and Asian languages expresses its
universal status. Nehamas, educated under Walter Kauffmann, shows in this work that he
is very familiar with the literature of the subject (in English, German and French, and the
works of philosophers like Heidegger, Danto and Deleuze on Nietzsche). The thesis of
the book of Nehamas is about one of Nietzsche's most famous and, at the same time,
most obsessive thoughts: the eternal return. While reviewing the concept and meaning of
this doctrine in Nietzsche and examining the views expressed by commentators, he
suggests a new perspective that,one can say, has no precedent in Nietzsche's
commentators:to connect Nietzsche's work and character with the subject of literature and
literary characters. In this work, Nehamas attempts, by interpreting one of the most
challenging views of Nietzsche - perspectivism -, to arrange his other teachings
(including overman, will of power, the master morality against slave morality, etc.)
around the doctrine of the eternal return. In this article, we try to explain Nehamas'
thoughts and give them a critical look.

Keywords: Nietzsche, Nehamas, Perspectivism, Eternal Return, Literature, Literary
Character, Socrates.
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